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Contact: Denise D ow ling, assistant professor, UM Departm ent o f Radio-Televison, (406) 
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UM STUDENTS PERFORM WELL IN NATIONAL JOURNALISM COMPETITION 
MISSOULA -
Two graduates o f The University o f M ontana School o f Journalism  received top honors 
in the M ark o f Excellence A w ards presented by the Society o f Professional Journalists at the 
organization’s national convention in Fort W orth, Texas, Sept. 14.
Danielle D ellerson o f Big Fork and Natalya M cLees o f Kalispell, 2002 graduates of 
the UM Departm ent o f Radio-Television, won first place in the television spot news category 
for a report on the m urders o f three wom en in Florence. The report aired on the M ontana 
Public Broadcasting Service.
"It was very difficult for these young wom en to go into a comm unity suffering such 
pain," said Denise D ow ling, assistant professor in the radio-television departm ent. "They 
approached people in Florence with com passion, which really shows in the quality coverage 
they produced. I know D anielle and Natalya learned some tough lessons from  the experience. 
I t’s gratifying to see their w ork honored in this way."
In addition, UM  senior Johanna Feaster of Brookings, S.D., was one o f three finalists 
in the radio feature category. She won the regional com petition w ith her story on the damage 
done by skateboarders in M issoula. The story originally aired on KUFM  radio.
Founded in 1909 as Sigma Delta Chi, SPJ is dedicated to encouraging the free practice
-more-
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of journalism  and stim ulating high standards o f ethical behavior. The society has presented the 
M ark o f Excellence A w ards since 1972. This y ear’s com petition drew  m ore than 2,700 entries 
in 45 categories for print, radio, television and online collegiate journalism .
"This was probably the most competitive M ark o f Excellence contest so far," said Gary 
Baehr, chairm an of S P J’s Awards and Honors Com m ittee. "Total entries increased by almost a 
third over last year."
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